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I was surprised to see the attitude of the American public
to the secret service. One day I was riding in an automobile
in New York, accompanied by one of the secret service
agents who were attached to my person. We reached a
congested thoroughfare where ordinary mortals usually
wait quite some time before they can proceed on their way,
The agent showed his badge to the traffic policeman, the
latter waved his hand, the stream of traffic stopped as if
by magic, and we drove on. I imagine the storm of indig-
nation which such an action of the police would raise in
Russia, in monarchist Russia,
Before I left the United States, President Roosevelt
handed me a letter with a request to transmit it to Emperor
Nicholas.   The missive began by referring to the gratitude
His Majesty had previously expressed to the President for
his assistance in bringing about the peace.   Now, the author
of the letter went on, he was asking a  favour of His
Majesty.   The commercial treaty of  1832 between the
United States and Russia, the President said, was inter--
preted by the Americans as providing for the free entrance
of all United States citizens into Russian territory, it being
understood that limitations of that right were to originate
exclusively from the necessity on Russia's part to protect
herself from harm, material and otherwise.   As a matter of
fact, however, the Russians seemed to interpret the treaty in
a different spirit.   In recent years, the President pointed out,
it had become the practice of the Russian Government to
discriminate against the American citizens on the basis of
religion and refuse admittance to Jews of American alle-
giance. To this discrimination, President Roosevelt emphati-
cally asserted, Americans would never consent.   Therefore,
the letter concluded, to continue the friendly relations which
had been inaugurated by my visit to the United States, it
was necessary for the Russian Government to give up the
reprehensible practice of excluding the American citizens of